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  LAKE MILTONA ASSOCIATION 
790 East Sandy Beach Road NE, Miltona, MN 56354 

 
Annual Membership Meeting Minutes, June 10, 2017, Smokey Timbers, Miltona, MN 

(To be approved in the 2018 Annual Meeting) 
 
Officers in Attendance: Steve DeSutter, President; Bob Larson, Treasurer; Marc Bot, Vice-President; 
Gene Rose, Secretary 
 
Board Members in Attendance: Jack Anderson, John Fair, John Fay, Randy Hansen, Steve Herth, 
Levern Kingsberg, Darrell Olson, Anne Rykken, Vern Suhr, Wally Roberts 
             
Call to Order: President Steve DeSutter called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m.   
 
Verification of Quorum: President Steve DeSutter confirmed that a quorum was present.  A total of 58 
members signed the attendance sheet for the meeting.     
 
Election of Directors:  President DeSutter said that the following slate of Directors have agreed to serve 
the Lake Miltona Association for the following year: 
 
Area 1  Lynn Glesne      
Area 2 A John Fair 
Area 2 B Jack Anderson 
Area 2 C John Fay  
Area 3A Levern Kingsberg 
Area 3 B Vern Suhr 
Area 3 C Gene Rose  
Area 4  Steve Herth 
Area 5  Open 
Area 6  Wendie VanKirk 
Area 7  William Moeller 

Area 8  Tim Lind & Gary Fuchs 
Area 9&10 Jerry Fulton 
Area 11 Pat Ferguson 
Area 12  Mike Wrobel & Warren Davis 
Area 13 Ted Boehne & Tom Brauer 
Area 14 Steve DeSutter 
Area 15 Wally Roberts 
Area 16 Anne Rykken 
Area 17 Marc Bot & Bob Larson 
Area 18 Darrell Olson & Randy Hanson   
Area 19 Don Henning

 
Mark Stenglein moved and Paul Anderson seconded that the above nominees be elected to serve until the 
2018 annual meeting.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Approval of Minutes: John Fair moved and John Fay seconded that the minutes from the 2016 Lake 
Miltona Association Membership Annual Meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Speakers:   
 
Jerome (Jerry) Haggenmiller: Erosion control and water quality projects 
Jerry Haggenmiller, District Coordinator for the Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
presented a review of seven landowner erosion control and water quality projects completed on Lake 
Miltona over the last 15 years.  He noted that the Lake Miltona Association has been very active in 



June 10, 2016 Lake Miltona Association Membership Annual Meeting  Page 2 of 4 
 

identifying and supporting projects around the lake.  Many of these projects have been supported in part 
by the Minnesota Clean Water Fund and 50% funding comes from the landowners.  The Lake Miltona 
Association has also contributed part of the cost sharing.  He said that if anyone has a potential shoreline 
erosion project they should contact him at the Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation office.  
(Phone number 320-763-3191, Extension 3; Email: Jerome.Haggenmiller@mn.nacdnet.net ).   
 
Jerry also reported that the Parkers Prairie Sportsman’s Club is beginning their calendar raffle project on 
July 1st.  Money from this raffle is used to support a variety of organizations in the area including a 
significant donation to the Lake Miltona Association walleye fund.  
 
 
Paul Anderson: “Score Your Shore” update   
Paul provided a summary of our water quality “Score Your Shore” program.  He said that he has received 
65 evaluation forms to date.  He reminded us that this is an educational program to help us control 
unwanted runoff into our lake.  He said that he has additional “Score Your Shore” sheets available if 
anyone would still like to complete a form and obtain a water quality dedication sign.   
 
Paul summarized the data provided by the sheets.  He said that the average score was 54 out of 100 with a 
median score about the same.  The scores fell into 3 sets.  The highest scores (80-100) were for locations 
that typically contained high banks, which is good because this high score shows that the bank is most 
likely well protected.  The walk-onto shores typically had lower scores, however, he said that sandy 
shores could provide some filtration.  He noted that some vegetation (particularly the reeds) in the water is 
good, but too much can provide sludge.  Paul emphasized that managing our shoreline is an effective way 
to preserve and improve our water quality.  In response to a question about the value of riprap he noted if 
you do not have vegetation upland from the beach areas you may benefit from using riprap.  (Note added 
during preparation of the minutes: More information on this program is presented in our Lake Miltona 
News, May 2016, page 3.)     
 
Tom Struthers & Randy Hansen:  Loon project 
 
Tom and Randy provided an update on their project to build and place loon-nesting platforms in Lake 
Miltona.  They started building these platforms this year using 4-inch PVC pipe as the flotation for the 
platform.  The platform is 5-feet by 5-feet and is spray-painted green with cattails around it to make it 
look natural.  It also has an eagle-deterrent cover.  The cost is about $130 per platform.  Two platforms 
were built and one was placed in Tamarac Bay on May 7th.  They said that according to DNR information 
the small bay in the NW corner of Lake Miltona is the best location, but Tamarac Bay did have loons in it 
and it provided an easy location to monitor activity at the platforms.  On May 8th this platform had a 
nesting loon.  A second platform placed out two weeks later did not get a nesting pair, presumably 
because it was placed out too late.  Randy thought these platforms should be out by mid-April.  Future 
activities include removing and storing these two platforms for the winter, monitoring loon activity, and 
building more platforms.  Folks interested in these activities should contact Tom or Randy.  A signup 
sheet was available at the meeting.  In the discussion that followed Steve DeSutter noted that Mantrap 
Lake has 10 loon platforms and he suggested that this might be a good goal for us.  The idea of 
developing a research project on loon nesting was raised during the discussion and the possibility of 
funding through a grant from BP Oil was suggested.    
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Business Meeting: 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Bob Larson provided a review of the Lake Miltona Association finances 
including our walleye stocking fund, our invasive species fund and our general fund.  A question was 
raised about the walleye stocking activity, which is addressed in the fish stocking report below.  Any 
member wanting the financial details should contact him.  He said that we currently have 444 members 
who have paid their dues to date.  This is about 15 less than last year.   
 
Boat Parade:  Steve DeSutter reminded us that our annual boat parade is scheduled for noon, July 1st 
starting at Sandy Beach.  The bad weather date is July 2nd.    
 
Fundraiser:  Steve DeSutter reported that our annual fundraiser takes place on August 12th from 5 to 10 
p.m. at the Leaf Valley Township Hall.  Tickets for this event will be available at the door and from the 
Lake Miltona Association Area Directors during the summer.  He noted that the Township has recently 
remodeled the hall and it now has about 1/3 more space.     
 
Fish Stocking Report:  Steve DeSutter reported that he has written 3 permits for stocking, but none of 
them have been completed due to the unavailability of fingerlings.  This explains the high balance in our 
walleye-stocking fund.  We expect to stock fingerlings in the fall and plan to submit a permit to stock 
2000 pounds at that time.  If this is not allowed by the DNR we will again submit a permit for 1000 
pounds of fingerlings.  Several questions were raised: 
 
(1) Since we have not been able to obtain walleye fingerling to shock last fall or this spring should we 

find a different source for our stocking?  Steve replied that our current supplier provides us a 
significant price advantage for the purchase of the fingerlings and should be able to supply them to us.    

 
(2) Does the DNR stock walleyes?  Steve replied that they do, but the DNR usually stocks fry.  
 
(3) Does the DNR still stock muskies in Lake Miltona?  Yes.  
 
Smokey Timbers:  Jack Anderson reported Smokey Timbers annual fish fry fundraiser is scheduled for 
August 5th from 11:30 to 2:30.  The Lake Miltona Association members will be sent an invitation.  A free 
will offering to Smokey Timbers will be appreciated.   
 
Open Forum on Smokey Timbers:  
 
Judy Rose, Leon Schultz, Marlene Schoeneck, and Jack Anderson provided an overview of the history, 
mission, and future of Smokey Timbers.   
 
Leon Schultz described the 550 feet of lakeshore and 21 acres of forested land of Smokey Timbers that 
his grandparents purchased.  The property was a grazed woodlot then.  His family cut quite a bit of timber 
from the shores to build farm buildings.  In 1957, his grandparents transferred the property to the Girl 
Scouts for one dollar.  One of their concerns was for kids living in town with nothing to do!  He also 
commented that lakeshore property at the time was not worth much.   
 
In 2002, the Girl Scouts found themselves to be rather land rich and in need of funds for their program.  
Judy Rose summarized what she had learned about their campaign to sell this property for $550,000 from 
April Brejha who is a current Smokey Timbers Board member and grew up in the Girl Scouts.  April was 
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also a Girl Scout leader for her daughter. Judy reviewed the meetings and community efforts to raise the 
funds to save the camp from being sold. The fundraising was a significant community effort with a bit of 
moral indignation that what had been a gift should become such a windfall.   Ultimately the Smokey 
Timber Foundation with a 501(c) 3 status was formed to take on a mortgage for the property.  This is the 
current status.   
 
Marlene Schoeneck informed the assembly of the how she uses the camp to do water surveys and 
education for her biology students at Parker’s Prairie High School.  Some of them earn advanced credit 
through her class.   
 
Jack Anderson told that a recent grant was received to match donations to the camp.     
  
Directories:   
 
Steve DeSutter reported that our new “Lake Miltona Area Directory” will soon be published and should 
be available to the Directors to hand out in July.   
 
Other Business:  Steve DeSutter asked if anyone had additional old business, new business, or general 
questions.  The following topics were presented:   
 
(1) Jerry Haggenmiller reported on the zebra mussel veliger collection program in Douglas County.  

Samples of lake water on a number of lakes are obtained every week through the summer.  The count 
on Lake Miltona was (unfortunately) one of the highest in the state.  The counts this year in Lake 
Carlos and Lake Le Homme Dieu were lower than last year.  One hypothesis is that the zebra mussels 
might be starving to death.  He suggested that we may see a decrease in our count next year, but the 
long-term outcome is uncertain.   

(2) What is the status on ash borers?  Jerry Haggenmiller answered that so far none have been reported in 
Douglas County.  The closed known population is in the Twin Cities and Duluth.  He said that folks 
should not bring firewood from these areas into Douglas County.   

(3) What is the status on forest tent caterpillars?  Steve DeSutter reported that our Lake Association 
Board’s policy is that we will not spray the lake to control them.  However, localized spraying by a 
group of consenting neighbors is acceptable.   

(4) Sailing Program:  Jack Anderson reported that Smokey Timbers is starting up a sailing program.  If 
anyone is interested in it they should contact him, Paul Anderson, or Anne Rykken.   

 
Adjournment: Seeing no further business Wally Roberts moved and Mike Tate seconded that we adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion passed and Steve DeSutter adjourned the meeting at 10:38 a.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Gene Rose, Secretary.   


